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Welcome Message from the EdUHK President 

   

Dear Esteemed Colleagues and Distinguished Guests, 

With immense pleasure, I welcome you to the First Global Heads Forum in Education and the 
Inaugural Conference of the Global Alliance of Educational Leaders and Department Heads 
(GAELDH) 2024. Today, we gather here at the InnoCentre in Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong, to engage 
in meaningful discussions surrounding our theme: “Digitalization and AI-Empowerment of Child 
Education: Changes, Challenges, and Chances.” 

This is the inaugural conference of GAELDH, which hosts more than 200 participants representing a 
diverse geographic spectrum that includes Australia, Mainland China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Singapore, the United Kingdom, the United States, and Uganda. This 
mosaic of educators, researchers, and thought leaders presents a unique opportunity for robust 
dialogue and collaboration. 

I want to take this moment to extend my deepest gratitude to the individuals who have worked 
tirelessly to bring this important event to fruition. A special acknowledgement goes to our Co-
Executive Chairpersons: Professor Wanpeng Lei, Professor Philip Hui Li, and Professor Kenneth 
Kuen Fung Sin. I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of our Organizing Committee, whose 
members have played crucial roles in shaping this conference: Dr Jianbin Li, Dr Phil Duo Liu, Dr 
Cherry Yen Na Yum.  

Additionally, the two hosting departments and their heads deserve our recognition for ensuring that 
our participants feel welcomed and supported throughout the conference: (1) ECE: Dr Eva Yi-Hung 
Lau and Dr Jianbin Li; (2) SEC: Dr Cherry Yen Na Yum and Dr Phil Duo Liu. A special thank you 
to our Secretary, Miss Zhaotianqin Zhang, for her diligent work in coordinating various aspects of 
our event.  

As we embark on this intellectual journey, I extend my deepest appreciation to every community 
member for your commitment to education and participation in this forum. Together, we can inspire 
change and empower the next generation of learners. 

Thank you for being here and for your dedication to the vital mission of education. I look forward to 
the inspiring exchanges that await us in the coming days. 

Warm regards, 

Professor John Chi-Kin Lee 
President, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Co-Chairpersons of GAELDH  

Professor John Chi-Kin Lee 
President 
The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, China 
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Welcome Message from the CCNU President 

 

Dear Participants of GAELDH 2024, 

It is with great pleasure and anticipation that I welcome you to the inaugural Global Heads Forum in 
Education and the launch of the Global Alliance of Educational Leaders and Department Heads 
(GAELDH). This year, our gathering at The Education University of Hong Kong on November 28-
29, 2024, is not merely an event; it is a celebration of commitment, collaboration, and innovation in 
the field of education. And I believe our next gathering at the Central China Normal University will 
be another milestone to tap the potential for reforms in the educational field against the backdrop of 
prevalent educational digitalization. 

As we navigate the complexities of a rapidly changing global landscape characterized by the 
permeation of digitalization and artificial intelligence, we stand at the forefront of educational 
evolution. This year’s theme, "Digitalization and AI-Empowerment of Childhood Education: 
Changes, Challenges, and Chances," encapsulates both the urgency and the opportunity we possess 
as leaders and advocates in the educational sector. Our conference not only promises to explore the 
transformative potential of technology in childhood education but also aims to foster significant 
dialogues on how to collaboratively address the challenges accompanying such advancements. 

The mission of GAELDH is to forge international partnerships, share best practices, and influence 
educational policies that uplift and empower our communities. Our diverse strands of discussion—
from curriculum development to ethics and inclusion—reflect the multidisciplinary approaches 
essential for enriching our practices and enhancing educational standards globally. 

This conference gathers a remarkable assembly of educators, researchers, and experts from around 
the world, all dedicated to the shared goal of enhancing educational practices and outcomes. I 
encourage you to engage, share, and learn from one another, as our collective wisdom is our greatest 
asset. 

As we embark on this two-day journey together, let us remain steadfast in our pursuit of excellence 
and committed to fostering an inclusive and transformative educational landscape for all learners. 

Thank you for being part of this significant initiative. I look forward to fruitful discussions and 
inspiring exchanges during our time together in Hong Kong. 

Warm regards, 

Professor Shuangjie Peng  
President, Central China Normal University 
Co-Chairpersons of GAELDH 

 

Professor Shuangjie Peng 
President 
Central China Normal University, China 
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more adept governance of educational institutions and departments. This should result in better 
decision-making and strategic planning. 

Informed Policy-Making 
The pooling of knowledge and expertise will inform education policy at both national and 
international levels, potentially affecting legislative and administrative reforms in education. 

Global Standards in Education 
Establishing benchmarks for education quality will aid in elevating educational institutions that are 
lagging and will ensure a more consistent education experience worldwide. 
  

7 
 

About Us: Global Alliance of Educational Leaders and Department Heads (GAELDH) 

The Global Alliance of Educational Leaders and Department Heads (GAELDH) aims to enhance 
international collaboration and knowledge exchange among educational leaders and department 
heads, to foster educational innovation and policy development to empower educators, and to shape 
the future of global education. It serves as the beacon for interdisciplinary research, knowledge 
transfer, leadership development and advocacy in educational standards and excellent practices. 

Mission 

Foster International Collaboration 
To provide a platform where educational leaders and department heads can cultivate partnerships, 
share best practices, and work collaboratively on global initiatives that enhance educational 
outcomes. 

Innovate Educational Practices 
To encourage and facilitate the exchange of innovative ideas, research findings and cutting-edge 
curricular and pedagogical strategies among educational institutions worldwide. 

Leadership Development 
To offer opportunities for development and training that enhance the skills and knowledge of 
educational leaders and department heads, preparing them to effectively manage and transform their 
departments and institutions. 

Policy Influence and Development 
To collectively discuss, influence and shape educational policies at international, national and local 
levels that might affect early childhood education, special and inclusive education and other 
educational practices. 

Cultural Exchange and Understanding 
To enrich educational leaders and department heads with diverse cultural perspectives that broaden 
understanding and appreciation, promoting inclusive educational environments. 

Resource Sharing 
To facilitate the sharing of resources, whether they be academic materials, technology or funding 
opportunities, and to support departments and centres in achieving their academic missions. 

Global Standards and Benchmarks 
To work towards the establishment of international standards and benchmarks for educational 
quality, ensuring that all students have access to high-quality education. 

Networking and Mentorship 
To provide a structured environment for networking, mentorship and the exchange of career 
development opportunities among peers in the educational sector. 

Impact of the Initiative 

Cultivation of Educational Excellence 
By sharing best leadership and innovative practices, GAELDH will lead to more dynamic, effective 
and inclusive educational methodologies, improving the quality of education received by students 
globally. 

Enhanced Leadership Capacity 
Educational leaders and department heads will benefit from professional development, resulting in 
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Presentation Guidelines 

Paper Presentations/ Symposiums 

Paper presentations/ Symposiums consist of individual research presentations centred around a 
similar theme or topic, grouped into concurrent sessions. Each session lasts 1.5 hours and includes 
four to five presentations. Each paper is allocated 15 minutes: 10 minutes for the presentation and 5 
minutes for Q&A. If a session consists of only 4 papers, each paper can be allocated more than 15 
minutes. 

Unless a chairperson is specified, the first presenter of each parallel session will serve as the 
Chairperson. The Chairperson is responsible for keeping time, introducing each presenter, and 
facilitating the Q&A sessions. Presenters are encouraged to arrive at their venue ahead of time to 
load their presentation slides onto the computer. A student helper will be available in each room to 
assist with any technical issues. 

 

Plenary 

Plenary are cohesive clusters of research presentations and theoretical perspectives focused on a 
specific topic. Each plenary session will last 1 hour and include 3-4 presentations. A suggested 
format is for the Chair to briefly introduce the theme of the plenary (5 minutes), followed by each 
paper being allocated 15 minutes, depending on the number of papers. Finally, the Discussant (or 
Chair) will provide an overview to elaborate on the various presentations and engage the audience in 
discussion for 10 minutes. 

Contributors of each plenary have the flexibility to decide on the structure and time allocation for 
their session. The Chair is encouraged to contact the presenters to discuss the details. 

 

Poster Presentations 

Posters are individual, free-standing research presentations. They should be presented in an 
appropriate format (e.g., use of graphics and visuals, appropriately sized text) that enables the 
presenter to explain the material and engage with interested audiences. 

1. Each poster occupies one poster board measuring 2.0m tall x 1.0m wide. The recommended 
poster size is 90 cm (width) × 120 cm (height) to fit the board. 

2. Posters should include the title, authors' names, and affiliations/organizations. 
3. Posters must be printed out by the authors and brought to the presentation site. 
4. Each poster will be assigned a code, which will be posted on the display boards. Presenters 

should mount their posters on the display board on November 28th before 9 AM. 
5. Poster presenters are expected to be present and available to discuss their poster content with 

interested participants during their assigned session. 
6. Displayed posters should be removed at the end of the conference.  
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General Information 

Registration 

You will be able to pick up your registration pack and name badge at the Conference Registration 
Desk from November 28 to 29, 2024, outside of the main venue. 

 

Internet Access 

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the conference venue. Please connect to the following Wi-Fi 
network: Wi-Fi.HK via HKSTP. 

(Note: Connection needs to be renewed every two hours.) 

 

Tea Break 

Complimentary coffee, tea, and water will be available during the scheduled tea breaks. Light snacks 
will be provided once in the morning and once in the afternoon. 

 

Smoking 

Smoking is prohibited in the InnoCentre. 
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Keynote Address 1 

 

Biography 
Professor Laura Justice is EHE Distinguished Professor of Educational Psychology and Executive 
Director of the Crane Center for Early Childhood Research and Policy and the Schoenbaum Family 
Center. Justice is an expert in early cognitive development and disabilities whose research agenda 
focuses on enhancing the well-being and life potential of young children. Justice’s global research 
portfolio includes active collaborations in Denmark, Hong Kong, China, Australia, Mexico, and New 
Zealand. Justice has received such recognition for her research as the Presidential Early Career 
Award in Science and Engineering (from Pres Bush), two Fulbright Awards, and the Khalifa Award 
for Early Learning Research.  Justice has held visiting appointments at the University of Canterbury, 
University of Hong Kong, University of Zagreb, and University of Bologna. Justice has published 
over 200 peer-reviewed articles in top-tier journals (e.g., Child Development, Developmental 
Psychology, Psychological Science) and is Editor-in-Chief of Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 
the premier global publication on applied early childhood development and education. She has been 
the PI or Co-PI of more than $55,000,000 in federal research funding over the last decade, and her 
work is currently funded by the Spencer Foundation, Institute of Education Sciences, and National 
Institutes of Health. 

Keynote Title 
Using AI-Based Sensing Systems to Measure Preschool Children’s Peer Interactions 

Abstract 
Children’s peer interactions in early childhood education classrooms represent an important 
mechanism for language and social development. We present findings from the PEERS peer-
mediated intervention, which was designed to increase the language and social interactions of 
children who are isolated from the classroom social network. Implemented in 30 preschool 
classrooms, and using an experimental design, we report positive impacts of the PEERS intervention 
on language and social interactions of isolated children based on observational measures. However, 
this study also used an AI-based sensing system in which children wore voice-activated recorders 
and motion sensors during play interactions to examine intervention impacts using automized data-
collection procedures. We describe the sensor system processing pipeline, which uses artificial 
intelligence to continuously monitor children’s peer-based interactions in the classroom, and findings 
from this system to further understand impacts of the PEERS intervention on children’s peer 
interactions.  

  

Professor Laura Justice 
Executive Director, The Crane Center for Early Childhood Research and Policy 
EHE Distinguished Professor, Department of Educational Studies 
The Ohio State University, USA 
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Conference Rundown 

Day 1: 28 November 2024 

8:00 - 9:00       Registration   

9:00 - 9:20       Opening Remarks and Welcome (Prof. John Chi-Kin Lee)  

9:20 - 10:05     Keynote Address #1 (Prof. Laura Justice) 

10:05 - 10:50  Keynote Address #2 (Prof. X. Christine Wang) 

10:50 - 11:10   Tea Break 

11:10 - 12:20    Poster Presentation & Meeting the Journal Editors 

12:20 - 14:00    Lunch Session 

14:00 - 14:45    Keynote Address #3 (Prof. Meng Deng) 

14:45 - 15:30    Keynote Address #4 (Prof. Kenneth Kuen Fung Sin) 

15:30 - 15:50    Tea Break 

15:50 - 17:20   Paper Presentation  

 

Day 2: 29 November 2024 

8:00 - 9:00       Registration   

9:00 - 9:45       Keynote Address #5 (Prof. Marek Tesar) 

9:45 - 10:30 Keynote Address #6 (Prof. Therese M. Cumming) 

10:30 - 10:50 Tea Break 

10:50 - 12:20 Global South Forum 

12:20 - 14:00 Lunch Session 

14:00 - 14:45 Keynote Address #7 (Prof. Philip Hui Li) 

14:50 - 15:50  Collaborative Plenary 

15:50 - 16:10  Tea Break 

16:10 - 16:55  Keynote Address #8 (Prof. Wanpeng Lei)  

16:55 - 17:10  Introduction to the GAELDH 2025 Conference 

17:10 - 17:40    Closing Speech (Prof. Sannyuya Liu) and Alliance Launch
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Keynote Address 2 

 

Biography 
X. Christine Wang, Ph.D., is a Professor of Early Education and Learning Sciences at the University 
at Buffalo (UB), where she also serves as the Senior Associate Dean for Research at the Graduate 
School of Education and as Director of the Fisher-Price Endowed Early Childhood Research Center. 
A core faculty member at UB's Institute for Learning Sciences, her research primarily focuses on 
technology and young children's learning and development, computational thinking and literacy, and 
early childhood education in international contexts. 
Dr. Wang's research has been supported by NSF, IES, Spencer Foundation, AERA, and International 
Reading Association. Her ongoing projects include the IES funded national “Center for Early 
Literacy and Responsible AI (CELaRAI),”  the NSF/IES-funded "National AI Institute for 
Exceptional Education," and NSF-funded "Exploring AI Literacies Framework for Young Children." 
She recently launched "PlayfulAI Learning and Design Lab," which focuses on promoting 
responsible, effective, and equitable AI learning and tool design for children (ages 4-8 age). At UB, 
Dr. Wang is spearheading an AI + Education Learning Community Series to explore responsible AI 
in education with K-12 educators, AI experts, and educational researchers. 
A recipient of the AERA 2007 “Jan Hawkins Award for Early Career Contributions to Humanistic 
Research and Scholarship in Learning Technologies,” Dr. Wang has authored over 100 academic 
publications, including articles in top-tiered research journals such as Early Childhood Research 
Quarterly, AERA Open, Early Education and Development, Journal of Research on Technology in 
Education, Journal of Early Childhood Literacy, and Reading Psychology. She has delivered more 
than 40 invited or keynote presentations and over 100 conference presentations nationally and 
internationally. Dr. Wang is actively involved in professional organizations such as AERA, ISLS, 
NAEYC, and ACEI. She served as the Associate Editor of Early Childhood Research Quarterly 
(2016-2023) and the Editor-in-Chief of Journal of Research in Childhood Education (2017-2019). 
Recently she co-chaired the 2024 annual meeting of the International Society of the Learning 
Sciences (ISLS). 

Keynote Title 
A Theoretical Patchwork of Metaphors for AI Literacy for Young Children: Insights from a Delphi 
Study 

Abstract 
As AI becomes increasingly integrated into children’s lives, developing a framework for AI literacy 
in early childhood education (ECE) is critical. Existing efforts, such as AI4K-12.org’s five big ideas 
and Ng et al.'s (2021) AI concepts, practices, and attitudes, provide foundational guidance. Similarly, 
successful implementations of computational thinking (CT) have demonstrated the value of 
exploring local, emergent definitions across diverse learning environments (Wilkerson et al., 2020). 
This approach is particularly relevant for AI literacy given the rapid evolution of the technology. To 
contribute to this effort, Dr. Wang and her team conducted a Delphi study, engaging 30 experts 
across AI, child development, early education, child-computer interaction, and computing education. 
Over three rounds of discussions, the expert panelists explored the why, what, and how of fostering 

Professor X. Christine Wang 
Senior Associate Dean (Research) 
The State University of New York at Buffalo, USA 
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AI literacy for young children.  
In her presentation, Dr. Wang will share their analysis of metaphors as powerful tools for 
understanding AI literacy in ECE. Drawing from Sfard’s (1998) “theoretical patchwork of 
metaphors,” the researchers examine how metaphors shape thinking and practice, linking intuition 
with scientific theory. For example, panelists offered diverse metaphors, such as comparing AI to 
“death” (requiring caution and timing), “germs” (abstract but explorable), and “traditional literacy” 
(evolving through developmental stages). Discussions also emphasized teaching ethical AI use (like 
“cellphones and tablets”) and understanding AI systems to recognize biases (unpacking the “black 
box”). These diverse perspectives underscore the complexity of integrating AI literacy into ECE. 
Based on the results, the researchers propose a theoretical patchwork approach that balances caution 
with discovery, adapts to specific contexts, fosters interdisciplinary dialogue, and aligns with the 
needs of educators and learners. By integrating these principles, this framework provides a context-
sensitive and inclusive pathway to support young children’s understanding of and responsible 
engagement with AI. 
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Keynote Address 4 

 

Biography 
Professor Kenneth Sin Kuen-Fung is a Research Professor in the Department of Special Education 
and Counselling at The Education University of Hong Kong. He also serves as the Executive 
Director of the Institute of Special Needs and Inclusive Education the Executive Co-Director of the 
Academic for Educational Development and Innovation. His expertise and research lie in the area of 
emotional disorders, learning difficulties, autism, assistive technology in special needs and 
professional development in inclusion. He has great consultancy experience in many local research 
projects as well as the training work for teachers teaching children with disabilities in Mainland 
China and Macau. He also successfully got a number of research projects and commissioned 
programs in the areas of special needs and inclusion. 
Professor Sin always leads projects and organizes inclusion training advancing the inclusion. He also 
takes part in many community activities, in relation to special needs and inclusion. He was invited to 
be the school council members of some special schools, members in some task groups for giftedness, 
inclusion, special needs and child welfare in Education Bureau, Curriculum Development Institute, 
Hong Kong Examination Assessment and Authority and Social Welfare Department. He is also 
appointed as the executive members, committee members or chairs in many NGOs for serving kids 
with special educational needs, persons with visual impairment, hearing impairment, intellectual 
disabilities, autism and behavioral difficulties. 

Keynote Topic 
Inclusive and Special Education in Hong Kong: Experiences and Lessons Responding to Global 
Trends 

Abstract 
In Hong Kong, the dual track system in special education is adopted in supporting students with 
special educational needs. In response to the global development, the government has provided more 
resources and manpower to schools to cater for diversity. However, in the process of development, 
many local studies indicate the difficulties and inadequacies. The voice for change from the 
stakeholders is increasing. Regarding these challenges, the team of the Institute of Special Needs and 
Inclusive Education has made numerous attempts in addressing the contextual needs. In the 
presentation, the team will first introduce their GRF research findings, professional training and 
funded projects in inclusion completed in the past twenty years. In the review, the successful 
practices and outcome of the teacher training, school partnership, service delivery and resource 
development will be concluded. After the set-up of Supporting Unit for SEN (SuSEN) and the Youth 
Academy for SEN (YASEN) in the campus, the team achieves another milestone of success in 
enhancing social inclusion and training for preschool kids and school leavers with SEN. The 
achievement and success are worth dissemination. The analysis will further inspire us the in-depth 
reflection and concerted effort for delivering the best service to our SEN children.  

Professor Kenneth Kuen Fung Sin  
Research Professor, Department of Special Education and Counselling 
Executive Director, Institute of Special Needs and Inclusive Education 
The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, China 
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Keynote Address 3 

 

Biography 
Professor Deng is the Dean of the Department of Special Education and a Distinguished Professor in 
the Faculty of Education at East China Normal University. He is also recognized as the Changjiang 
Scholar Distinguished Professor rewarded by the Ministry of Education of the Peoples’ Republic of 
China. His research interests include the theory and practice of inclusive education, the fundamental 
theories of special education, special education curriculum and instruction, education of children 
with visual impairments, and education of children with developmental disabilities. He has published 
over 80 international academic papers, with more than 40 articles indexed by SSCI. He has also 
published over 200 papers in Chinese core journals, and authored or co-authored more than 20 
monographs and textbooks. Professor Deng is listed by Stanford/Scopus as one of the Top 2% of 
highly cited scholars. 
Professor Deng serves as an editor or guest reviewer for multiple SSCI international journals. He has 
led many significant research projects on special education at both the national and international 
levels. Professor Deng has been invited as a keynote speaker at over 10 major international 
conferences.  

Keynote Title 
Inclusive and Special Education in the Digital Era 

Abstract 
Informationization is seen as an innovative engine to accelerate the quality improvement of special 
and inclusive education. Informationization has experienced three stages from equipment provision 
and universalization, to the application of digital technology, and towards a direction of integrating 
technology into inclusive and special education. The advocacy of high-quality development endows 
a new rationale of universal design based on digital and AI technology, which helps to form a system 
of a multi-disciplinary approach, promotes the revolution of inclusive classroom teaching, and 
creates a barrier-free environment, as well as a modern education management. The future 
development of inclusive and special education informationization should construct the intelligent 
education environment, create the individualized leaning based on big data, guarantee the high-
quality digital resources, nurture information literacy of teachers, and promote an efficient digital 
smart campus management system. 

  

Professor Meng Deng 
Dean of the Department of Special Education, Faculty of Education 
East China Normal University, China 
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Poster Presentation 

Time: 28 November 2024, 11:10 – 12:20 
Venue: Chamber 1, InnoCentre 

1. AI in Education: Navigating UNESCO Global Guidelines, Emerging Trends, and Its Intersection 
with Sustainable Development Goals 
Yali Li, Jiangxi University of Science and Technology of China 
 

2. Movement Behavior and Emotion Regulation in Young Children: A Daily Diary Study 
Sha Xie, Shenzhen University 
Mengya Xia, The University of Alabama 
Shiyun Chen, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Mengyun He, Shenzhen University 
Hong Yin, Shenzhen University 
Xinli Chi, Shenzhen University 
 

3. Pre-Service and In-Service Preschool Teachers' Abilities to Analyze and Respond to Children's 
Preconceptions: Evidence from Situational Judgement Tests 
Li Li, Jiangsu University of Technology 
Yaqin Xi, Jiangsu University of Technology 
Bing Yu, Jiangsu University of Technology 
Xue Lü, Jiangsu University of Technology 
Beibei Zhang, Hebei Normal University 
 

4. Exploring AI Literacy Among Early Childhood Education Students in Hong Kong: The Status 
Quo and Predictors 
Dandan Wu, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Sum Kwing Cheung Sam, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Zhaotianqin Zhang, The Education University of Hong Kong  
Ka Man Choi Carmen, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Po Lin Chan Pauline, The Education University of Hong Kong 
 

5. 3- to 6-Year-Old Children Anthropomorphize Humanoid Robots with Biological and Mental 
Attributions 
Keyu Mao, University of Oxford 
Zisong Li, The University of Hong Kong 
Fang Xu, Zhejiang Normal University 
Yijin Yang, Zhejiang Normal University 
Tingyu Li, Zhejiang Normal University 
Jing Li, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Liqi Zhu, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
 

6. Factors Influencing Parental Involvement Based on the Parenting Process Model 
Tongyao Wang, Central China Normal University 
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Meeting the Journal Editors 

Time: 28 November 2024, 11:10 – 12:20 
Venue: Chamber 1 & Classroom 1-5, InnoCentre 

Chamber:  
Dr Weipeng Yang 
Co-Editor 
Journal of Research in Childhood Education 
Dr Alfredo Bautista 
Editor-in-Chief 
Journal for the Study of Education and Development 
 
Room 1:  
Dr Eva Yi-Hung Lau  
Associate Editor 
Early Education and Development 
Guest Editor  
Developmental Psychology 
 
Room 2:  
Dr Derwin King Chung Chan 
Editor-in-Chief 
Stress and Health 
 
Room 3:  
Professor Philip Hui Li 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
AI, Brain & Child 
Associate Editor 
Early Education and Development  
Associate Editor 
Frontiers in Psychology 
 
Room 4:  
Professor Laura Justice 
Editor-in-Chief 
Early Childhood Research Quarterly 
 
Room 5: 
Professor Marek Tesar 
Editor-in-Chief 
Policy Futures in Education 
Editor-in-Chief 
Educational Policy and Theory 
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Paper Presentation 

Time: 28 November 2024, 15:50 – 17:20 
Venue: Classroom 1-5, InnoCentre 

Symposium 1: Application of Digital Technology and Artificial Intelligence in Preschool 
Education 

1. AI in Early Language Teaching and Learning: A Scoping Review 
He Sun, Nanyang Technological University 
 

2. Values, Challenges and Prospects of Children's Digital Art Creation 
Xinyu Li, Nanjing Normal University 
Xia Bian, Nanjing Normal University 
 

3. Bildung and Child as Method: Reimagining Future Education for Children in the AI Era 
Guo Zhang Gloria, Monash University 
Howard Prosser, Monash University 
 

4. The Impact of Familiarity of Pedagogical Agents on 3- and 5-Year-Olds’ Animal Knowledge 
Learning 
Tingzhuzhi Hu, Central China Normal University 
Hui Li, Central China Normal University 

 

Symposium 2: Teacher Training, Professional Development, and Educational Leadership 

1. STEM Professional Development for Pre-Service Early Childhood Educators: Trends and 
Exemplary Practices in Empirical Studies 
Sha Xie, Shenzhen University 
Huiqi Li, Shenzhen University 
Yuying Situ, Shenzhen University 
Qing Luo, Shenzhen University 
Ning Lin, Shenzhen University 
Siman Yang, Shenzhen University 
 

2. How Can an Innovative Teaching Force Be Developed? The Empowering Role of Distributed 
Leadership 
Yuan Teng, Central China Normal University 
Rui Pu, Central China Normal University 
Yipu Hao, Central China Normal University 
 

3. Teacher Training Programs for AI-Empowered Classrooms 
Mussarat Jahan, Magadh University, Bodhgaya 
 

4. Mentorship as Strategy for the Professional Development of Novice Teachers: A Case Study of 
International Student Teachers in China 
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7. A Meta-Analysis of College Students’ Intention to Use Generative AI 
Wei Gao, Central China Normal Univerity 
Xiya Hu, Central China Normal University 
Shuomei Yao, Central China Normal University 
Wenting Xia, Central China Normal University 
 

8. The Performance and Neural Mechanisms of Human-Machine and Human-Human Coordination 
in College Students with High Autistic Traits 
Xin Zhang, Central China Normal University 
 

9. A Robot’s Efficient Demonstration Cannot Reduce 5- to 6-Year-Old Children’s Overimitation 
Tingzhuzhi Hu, Central China Normal University 
Hui Li, Central China Normal University 
 

10. Research on the Influence of Team Leadership Characteristics on Knowledge Production of 
University Research Teams 
Zhe Cheng, Central China Normal University 
Xuan Liu, Central China Normal University 
Mei Yang, Central China Normal University 
 

11. In the Age of Digital Education: AI Empowers Children's Interactive Heritage and Learning of 
the Forbidden City's Window Pane Patterns 
Yiyu Fang, Beijing Normal University 
Tengfei Xu, Beijing Normal University 
 

12. The Impact of Teacher-Student Interaction on the Academic Performance of Disadvantaged 
Students 
Zihan Zhang, Central China Normal University 
Junyao Yin, Central China Normal University 
Wanpeng Lei, Central China Normal University 
 

13. How Does Distributed Leadership Transform Schools: The Concept of Distributed Leadership 
and Its Application 
Xincheng Wu, City University of Macau 
 

14. The Investigation of Digital Literacy Among Urban Preschool Teachers: An Analysis Based on 
the "Teacher Digital Literacy" Standards 
Jiaqi Liang, Shaanxi Xueqian Normal University 
Yanli He, Shaanxi Normal University
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2. Social Rejection and Subjective Well-Being of Chinese Rural Deaf Adolescents Studying in 
Boarding Schools: The Role of Resilience 
Conggao Wang, Central China Normal University 
Xingyu Chen, Central China Normal University 
Sihua Wu, Central China Normal University 
Lina Wu, Central China Normal University 
Yudian Zhang, Central China Normal University 
 

3. The Hidden Costs of Migration: Long-Term Parent-Child Separation and the Well-Being of 
Migrant Workers’ Children Through the Lens of Life Course Theory 
Ling Tang, Shenzhen Technology University  
 

4. Perceived Quality and Significance of ECCE in Pakistan: A Review of Available Evidence from 
the Point of View of Parents, Practitioners, Policymakers, and Children 
Fatema Jangbarwala, University College London  
Susana Castro Kemp, University College London 
 

5. Local Identity, Regional Integration, and Turnover Intentions Among Teachers in County-Level 
Ordinary High Schools 
Ran Sun, Central China Normal University 
Junyun Shi, Beijing Normal University 

 

Symposium 5: Technology and Educational Equity 

1. From Summative Scores to Formative Growth: ChatGPT as a Feedback Agent in Education 
Dawei Zhang, Monash University Malaysia 
Xinyu Hong, Soochow University 
Melissa Boey, Monash University Malaysia 
Yan Yu Tan, Monash University Malaysia 
Alexis Hoh Sheng Jia, Monash University Malaysia 
 

2. NAO, I Can Read Your Mind: Preschool-Aged Children Construct Theory of Artificial Mind 
(ToAM) 
Zisong Li, The University of Hong Kong 
Keyu Mao, University of Oxford 
Zhongjie Lu, Zhejiang Normal University 
Yuki Nishimura, Research Center for Intelligent Robotics Research Institute of Interdisciplinary 
Innovation 
Tingyu Li, Zhejiang Normal University 
 

3. Exploring Paths to Equity and Inclusiveness in Children’s Education Through AI 
Ruyi Zheng, University of York 
 

4. How Digital Technology Shapes the Learning Experiences of Students with Disabilities in China 
Tianxi Xu, Central China Normal University 
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Chun Xiong, Central China Normal University 
Avril Edwards, Central China Normal University 
 

5. How Does Undergraduates’ Entrepreneurship Be Cultivated in the Chinese Context? Exploring 
the Roles of Entrepreneurial Education and Proactive Personality in the Formation of New 
Venture Ideas 
Rui Hu, Central China Normal University 
Li Caiyun, Central China Normal University 

 

Symposium 3: Impact of Media and Technology on Child Development 

1. Marital Satisfaction and Young Children’s Problematic Media Use: The Mediating Role of Digital 
Parenting 
Xiangying Ding, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Tsin Yee Leung Janet, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
 

2. Effects of Electronic Media Contact on Prosocial Behavior Development of Young Children: The 
Mediating Role of Screen Guilt 
Qingke Liu, Chongqing Normal University 
Yonggang Wei, Chongqing Normal University 
Xingyi Li, Chongqing Normal University  
Chenyu Ji, Chongqing Normal University 
Wei Li, Chongqing Normal University 
Chengcheng Huang, Chongqing Normal University 
 

3. Navigating Digital Technology in Early Childhood Education: An STS Study of Chinese Parents' 
Perspectives 
Meixia Jiang, Jiangsu University of Technology 
 

4. Unpacking Sensemaking Processes with Technology: Engaging Children in the Collaborative 
STEM Learning Journey 
Mingwei Gao, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Xinyun Hu, The Education University of Hong Kong 
Yutong Liang, The Education University of Hong Kong 
 

5. Using Positioning Data to Support Environment Improvement: The Application of IoTs in 
Preschool Classrooms 
Ting He, Central China Normal University 

 

Symposium 4: Social Challenges and Inclusion in Education 

1. AI-Enhanced Applied Behavioral Analysis Training for Children with Special Needs 
Victor Wong  Bridge AI
Yen Na Cherry YUM, The Education University of Hong Kong
Rosanna Yuen-Tan CHAN, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

,  
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Keynote Address 5 

 

Biography 
Professor Marek Tesar is Head of School of Learning Development and Professional Practice and the 
Associate Dean International at the Faculty of Education and Social Work, University of Auckland. 
He is also the director of Centre for Global Childhoods and the Chair of Early Years, Childhood 
Studies and Child Development Research and Teaching Hub. His award-winning scholarship is 
focused on early childhood education in both New Zealand as well as in cross-country contexts. His 
academic work and consultancy focuses on educational policy, philosophy, pedagogy, methodology 
and curriculum, and draws on his background as a qualified teacher. Currently, Marek serves as a 
leader of two leading learned societies in his fields; he chairs the Steering Committee of the 
Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Education (RECE), and is elected President of Philosophy of 
Education Society of Australasia (PESA). Professor Marek Tesar is listed by Stanford/Scopus as one 
of the Top 2% of highly cited scholars. 

Keynote Topic 
Envisioning Ethical and Inclusive Childhoods: The Convergence of Philosophy, Pedagogy, and 
Policy in Global Early Childhood Education 

Abstract 
This keynote address explores the intersection of philosophy, pedagogy, and policy in shaping 
ethical and inclusive early childhood education (ECE) globally. As societies become increasingly 
interconnected, the importance of grounding ECE in ethical frameworks that promote inclusivity, 
equity, and respect for diversity cannot be overstated. Drawing on key philosophical perspectives, 
this address will examine how ethical considerations inform both pedagogy and policymaking, 
guiding educators toward practices that embrace the complexities of childhood in a diverse world. 
This talk will also address the critical role of policy in fostering inclusive learning environments, 
ensuring that the rights of all children are upheld and that pedagogical practices are reflective of 
these commitments. By envisioning ethical and inclusive childhoods, this address aims chart 
collaborations between educators, policymakers, and stakeholders to envision collectively early 
childhood systems that are just, equitable, and nurturing, paving the way for a future where every 
child has the opportunity to thrive. 

  

Professor Marek Tesar 
Head of School Learning, Development and Professional Practice 
Associate Dean International at the Faculty of Education and Social Work, The 
University of Auckland, New Zealand 
Dean of Education (designated), The University of Melbourne, Australia 
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Ping Dong, University of Southampton 
 

5. The Governance Logic of Regional Test-Based Education: A Case Study 
Hongyan Cheng, Central China Normal University 
Jiahui Du, Shanxi Normal University 
Yanhua Luo, Central China Normal University 
Tianyi Zhang, Central China Normal University 
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Keynote Address 7 

 

Biography 
Professor Philip Li is Chair Professor of Early Childhood Education. He previously held leadership 
positions as Dean of the Shanghai Institute of Early Childhood Education at Shanghai Normal 
University (SHNU), Program Director (Master) in the Macquarie School of Education at Macquarie 
University (MQ) and Program Director (MEd) of the Faculty of Education at The University of 
Hong Kong (HKU). He has extensive and focused research interests in the field of early childhood 
development and education, spanning developmental cognitive neuroscience, developmental 
psycholinguistics, early literacy and bilingualism, curriculum and pedagogy, educational policy, 
school leadership and teacher education. He has also played a significant role in early childhood 
education policymaking in Hong Kong and abroad. According to Google Scholar, he has a track 
record of 293 academic publications, including 234 journal articles, 9 books, 38 chapters and 12 
conference papers. Since 2021, he has been ranked among the World’s Top 2% Scientists by 
Stanford University. He was recognized as Australia’s research field leader in social work (Social 
Sciences) by The Australian’s 2024 research magazine. 

Keynote Topic 
AI, Brain & Child: The New ABCs in the AI and Digital Era 

Abstract 
In the rapidly evolving digital landscape, the interplay between artificial intelligence (AI), 
neuroscience, and early childhood development has gained unprecedented significance. This talk 
explores how advancements in AI technology are reshaping the ecology of learning and transforming 
our understanding of child development and education on a global scale. By examining the 
integration of AI tools within educational contexts, we will highlight their potential to enhance 
personalized learning experiences, foster creativity, and support neurodiverse learners. Furthermore, 
we will address the ethical implications and challenges posed by the increasing presence of AI in 
children’s lives, emphasizing the critical need for a balanced approach that prioritizes emotional 
intelligence and critical thinking. Finally, this talk will introduce recent theoretical frameworks for 
exploring the complex relationships among AI, brain science, and child development, establishing 
the new ABCs of a world where these domains converge, and equipping the next generation for a 
better future defined by innovation and humanity. 

  

Professor Philip Hui Li 
Chair Professor, Department of Early Childhood Education 
The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR, China 
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Keynote Address 6 

 

Biography 
Therese M. Cumming is a Professor of Special Education and Deputy Head of School Learning and 
Teaching of the UNSW School of Education and Academic Lead Education at the UNSW Disability 
Innovation Institute. Her teaching and research focus on promoting the use of evidence-based 
practices to support the learning and behaviour of students with disabilities and the use of technology 
to create inclusive, accessible, and engaging learning environments. Her publications include 3 co-
authored books and a co-edited book, as well as many book chapters, journal articles and national 
and international conference papers. Prior to her university and research work, Terry has many years’ 
experience as a special educator and behaviour mentor in the United States. Her current research is 
focused around using mixed reality simulations to support the development of classroom 
management skills of pre-service teachers and creating accessible university environments to support 
neurodivergent students and staff. 

Keynote Topic 
Revolutionizing Learning: AI Meets Universal Design for Learning 

Abstract 
In an era where technology is rapidly transforming every aspect of our lives, education stands at the 
forefront of this revolution. Professor Cumming will explore the profound impact of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) on creating inclusive, adaptive, and engaging educational environments through the 
principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL). This presentation delves into how AI 
technologies can be harnessed to provide multiple means of representation, action, expression, and 
engagement, ensuring that all learners, regardless of their abilities or backgrounds, have equal 
opportunities to succeed. 
Attendees will gain insights into the practical applications of AI in all levels of education, including 
tertiary, from intelligent tutoring systems and adaptive learning platforms to AI-powered content 
creation and assessment tools. Terry will also address the challenges and ethical considerations of 
integrating AI in educational settings, emphasizing the importance of maintaining equity and 
accessibility. 

  

Professor Therese M. Cumming 
Professor of Special Education and Deputy Head of School Learning and 
Teaching, School of Education 
Academic Lead Education, Disability Innovation Institute 
The University of New South Wales, Australia 
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  Global South Forum 

Problematising Developmentalism in Global South Early Childhood Education 

Developmental theories have long been influential and dominant in shaping policy, practice, and 
research in Early Childhood Education (Blaise, 2005; Gabriel, 2020; Wood & Hedges, 2016), 
including the often-associated brain theories and neurosciences. Key understandings of (early) child 
development include that children follow shared patterns of development at different stages of their 
growth; that the development is predictable and earlier-stage development provides the basis for later 
stages; that development spans across five main domains such as physical, cognitive, 
communication/language, social, and emotional; and that development must be holistic and cover all 
domains (Xu, Brooks, Gao, & Kitto, 2024). A prevailing approach to early childhood education 
underpinned by developmental theories is Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) (Copple & 
Bredekamp, 2009; Gestwicki, 2013).  

Nevertheless, developmental theories were constructed in particular contexts (e.g., Western) and 
histories, and therefore do not necessarily reflect the diversity of (early) childhood experiences in 
contemporary societies and in countries of the Global South (McCoy, 2022; Nolan & Raban, 2015). 
The normative and universal guidelines on what children are expected to develop at every stage/age 
may also disadvantage and marginalise children from various backgrounds, such as those with 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), those from a language background other than the 
main instructional language in a society, and those with other socio-cultural diversities and 
differences. As Dahlberg et al. (2013) have pointed out, developmental theories prescribe and 
constrain childhood experiences. 

In this Global South Forum discussion, four speakers from Argentina (South America), China (East 
Asia), Indonesia (Southeast Asia) and South Africa (Africa) will share their respective research work 
aiming at disrupting developmentalism in early childhood education in the four named countries. We 
then invite the audience to problematize the dominance of developmentalism in early childhood 
education by sharing their own insights and/or work; as well as to discuss alternative, decolonizing 
approaches to policy, practice, and research in Global South early childhood education.  

 

Speakers & bios:  

 
Yuwei Xu is an Associate Professor in Early Childhood Education at the University of Nottingham, UK. 
Previously he has held academic positions at University College London (UCL) and the University of 
Portsmouth. With a PhD in gender and early childhood studies gained from the University of Glasgow, 
Yuwei’s research interests include gender and men’s participation in early childhood education and care 
(ECEC), child agency, 0-3 curriculum, child-centred pedagogy, parenting and family relationships, play-based 
pedagogy, and teacher professional development. He is a co-editor-in-chief for three international journals 
including the British Educational Research Journal (BERJ), Children & Society, and Pedagogy, Culture and 

Forum Convenor 
Associate Professor Yuwei Xu 
University of Nottingham, UK  

Day 2: 29 November 2024 

27 
 

Keynote Address 8 

 

Biography 
Professor Wanpeng Lei currently serves as a Professor and the Dean of the Graduate School at 
Central China Normal University. Professor Lei is the Vice Chairman of the Modern Education 
Management Professional Committee of the China Education Development Strategy Society and the 
Director of the Hubei Provincial Basic Education Research Center, a key research base for 
Humanities and Social Sciences in Hubei Province. Additionally, he is a Standing Member of both 
the China Educational Economics Society and the China Education Finance Society, and serves as 
the President of the Hubei Provincial Educational Economics Society. In 2011, Professor Lei was 
selected for the Ministry of Education’s New Century Excellent Talents Support Program. He has 
been honored as a Model Teacher of Hubei Province and has received the Hubei Province May 1st 
Labor Medal. His primary research areas include educational economics and finance, educational 
policy research, and rural education. Since 2005, he has provided over 20 educational policy 
consulting reports to various organizations, including the State Council, Ministry of Education, 
Ministry of Finance, and the World Bank. His reports have focused on topics such as "Education for 
Left-behind Children in Rural Areas," "Education for Migrant Workers’ Children," "Development of 
the Rural Teacher Workforce," "Basic Education Finance," and "Layout of Compulsory Education 
Schools," receiving high praise in the process. 

Keynote Topic 
Urbanization, Population Fluctuations, and Optimal Allocation of Educational Resources: The 
Chinese Experience 

Abstract 
In an era of globalization, population mobility and information technology changes have had a 
significant impact on education in China. School layout, teacher allocation, and education for 
migrant children and left-behind children have become core issues that need to be addressed in 
human capital investment. In order to promote educational equity and quality, China has explored 
practices that are in accordance with local realities, and will face many challenges in the future. In an 
era of globalization, population mobility and information technology changes have had a significant 
impact on education in China. School layout, teacher allocation, and education for migrant children 
and left-behind children have become core issues that need to be addressed in human capital 
investment. In order to promote educational equity and quality, China has explored practices that are 
in accordance with local realities, and will face many challenges in the future. 

  

Professor Wanpeng Lei 
Dean of Graduate School 
Central China Normal University, China 
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Topic: Beyond Development: Gender and Sexuality in Global South Early Childhood Education 

Abstract: This presentation draws upon the edited collection Gendered and Sexual Norms in Global South 
Early Childhood Education: Understanding Normative Discourses in Post-Colonial Contexts to critically 
engage with the prevailing developmental theories shaping early childhood education (ECE) policy, practice 
and research in Global South contexts. While developmental theories and Developmentally Appropriate 
Practice (DAP) dominate the discourse on child development, they often reflect Western-centric frameworks 
that inadequately address the diverse cultural, social, and historical realities faced by children in the Global 
South. In this presentation, concern is raised about normative developmental paradigms that inadvertently 
perpetuate gendered and sexual norms, reinforcing binaries that marginalize alternative identities and 
expressions. Through case studies from Brazil, China, Pakistan, South Africa, and Vietnam, this presentation 
suggests how historical colonial legacies continue to influence ECE environments, producing ambiguities 
around gender and sexuality while simultaneously providing avenues for resistance and redefinition. There is 
need to decolonise ECE practices and greater advocacy is required for a nuanced understanding of how gender 
and sexuality intersect with early childhood experiences. Decolonizing approaches to ECE that challenge the 
constraints imposed by developmentalism are necessary to enable a more inclusive and equitable framework 
for early childhood education in the Global South. 

 

 

Valeria LLobet is a Full Professor in the School of Humanities, Universidad de San Martín, and researcher in 
CONICET (National Council of Research) - both based in Argentina. Her interests are the micropolitics of 
childhood, childhood and gender rights and the politics of inequalities. Her current research project is entitled 
‘Children, youth, and families: social transformation, care crisis and future(s) in the long-covid’. She has 
served twice as Chair of the Childhood Studies track of the Latin American Studies Association and is the 
current President of the RC53 Sociology of Childhood, International Sociological Association.  

Topic: Pathologization of Children in Poverty: Narratives and Understandings of Class Difference in 
Institutional Settings 

Abstract: Institutional rules and expectations, as theorized by scholars like Bourdieu, Lareau, Connell, and 
Willis, are structured through intersections of gender, race, class, and age. These norms operate as 
mechanisms of othering, marginalizing those who deviate from established behaviors. Psychology has 
significantly contributed to this process by framing nonconformity as abnormal, thereby reinforcing 
hierarchical structures and supporting governance practices that maintain inequality. Building on post-
structuralist insights on development from authors like Valerie Walkerdine and Erica Burman, this paper 
examines temporality to explore how processes of differentiation and pathologization are embedded in the 
concept of childhood, particularly through developmental narratives. 
The temporality assigned to childhood is both linear and progressive, implicitly demanding that children 
advance at institutionally sanctioned rhythms. Those who fail to keep pace are often stigmatized, sometimes 
being marked by labels associated with poverty or vulnerability. This temporal framework enforces socio-
economic, racial, and age-based distinctions, where the time of marginalized groups—such as the poor, 
racialized communities, or working classes—is valued less than that of the white middle and upper classes. By 
analyzing how a singular, capitalist, future-oriented temporality is privileged, the paper argues that this 
dominant time structure perpetuates social hierarchies, delineating who is deemed valuable and who is 
expendable. 

Professor Valeria LLobet 
National University of General San Martín, Argentina  
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Society. In addition to being a BERA council member, Yuwei is also a membership lead on the executive 
committee of Gender and Education Association. 

 

 

Vina Adriany is a Professor at the Department of Early Childhood Education, Universitas Pendidikan 
Indonesia. She also acts a Director for Southeast Asian Minister of Education Organization, Centre for Early 
Childhood Care Education and Parenting (SEAMEO CECCEP). Her scholarship focuses on the issues of 
gender and social justice in early childhood education (ECE), the construction of children and childhood in 
marginal communities, and the impact of neoliberalism in ECE. She sits as an editorial board member in 
several journals. She is currently a co-editor at Pedagogy, Culture, and Society journal, Routledge. 

Topic: Reimagining a Bandung Child 

Abstract: The prevalent language surrounding child development theories from the Global North has a 
significant influence on how children and childhood are constructed in Indonesia. Studies conducted in the 
North frequently uphold the legacy of neo-colonialism and neo-liberalism; as a result, they reinforce the 
Global North/Global South binary in ways that portray children in the South as the other. The idea of the 
"Bandung child" is examined in this essay as a sociocultural identity influenced by the confluence of native 
Indonesian values, globalisation, and colonial legacies. Because the first anti-colonial conference was held at 
Bandung in 1955, the city is a symbol of Indonesia's anti-colonial history and a hub of cultural hybridity. But 
in this context, the name "Bandung" refers to the paradigms that have been adopted rather than a particular 
location. The study re-examines the stories and depictions of infancy outside of Indonesia by drawing on 
postcolonial ideas, such as those of Edward Said, Homi Bhabha, Frantz Fanon, and Gayatri Spivak. The 
presentation represents a fluid, postcolonial subjectivity by highlighting the necessity of re-establishing a 
connection with the spirit of Bandung in order to reinvent the formation of childhood that both reclaims 
indigenous and local values as well as navigates contemporary global influences.  

 

 
Deevia Bhana holds the DSI/NRF South African Research Chair at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa. Her research is transdisciplinary, drawing on feminist and new materialist theories to investigate the 
gendered sexual cultures of children and young people, their experience of violence and the ways in which 
education and other institutions can contribute to enhancing their sexual well-being, safety, and gender 
equality. She has authored 12 books and contributed to over 150 book chapters and peer-reviewed articles. 
She serves as the Co-Chair of RINGS (International Research Association of Institutions of Advanced Gender 
Studies) and is one of the Chief Editors of the journal Children and Society, Pedagogy, Culture and Society, 
while also serving as an Associate Editor of Health Education Journal. She is an elected member of the 
Academy of Science South Africa (ASSAF). 

Professor Vina Adriany 
Indonesia University of Education, Indonesia  

Professor Deevia Bhana  
University of Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa 
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Collaborative Plenary 

Time: 29 November 2024, 14:50 – 15:50 
Venue: Classroom 1-5, InnoCentre 

Plenary 1 

Theme: Understanding Neurodevelopmental Disorders by Considering Factors from Cognitive, 
Psychological, and Ecological Domains 

Chair: Dr Cherry Yen Na Yum and Dr Phil Duo Liu 

Lead Presenters:  
1. Cognitive and Psychological Factors in Chinese Primary School Students with Reading Difficulty, 
Mathematics Difficulties, and Comorbid Conditions 
Mr Ziqian Wei, Department of Special Education & Counselling, The Education University of Hong 
Kong 

2. Unveiling Interplays between Psychosocial and Environmental Determinants of a Broad Spectrum 
of Neurodevelopmental Disorders: Undirected and Bayesian Network Analyses 
Dr Huinan Liu, Department of Special Education & Counselling, The Education University of Hong 
Kong  

3. Bidirectional Relationships Between Cognitive Abilities and Academic Achievement: Evidence 
from Chinese Children in Grades 1 to 4 
Dr Qinli Deng, Department of Special Education & Counselling, The Education University of Hong 
Kong  

4. Examining the Generalizability of the 5Cs Model of Positive Youth Development to Childhood: 
Evidence from Chinese Children 
Dr Buenconsejo Jet, Department of Special Education & Counselling, The Education University of 
Hong Kong 

 

Plenary 2 

Theme: Parenting and Early Transitions 

Chair: Dr Eva Yi-Hung Lau 

Lead Presenters:  
1. Understanding Family Conflict and Its Relationship with Parenting Outcomes in the Transition to 
Parenthood 
Ms Xin-Ying Zeng, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong 
Kong 

2. Mother- and Teacher-Child Relationships and Children’s Adjustment During Home-to-
Kindergarten Transition in Hong Kong 
Ms Ellen Xiao-Yuan Wu, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of 
Hong Kong 
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I contend that only through recognizing multiple, non-linear conceptions of time can we begin to disentangle 
the constructs of development and childhood. Such an approach offers a pathway to challenge and disrupt the 
social hierarchies legitimized by current developmental norms. 

  



Day 2: 29 November 2024 

34 
 

Lead Presenters: 
1. The Young Brain in Action: Understanding Executive Functions through fNIRS 
Dr Sha Xie, Faculty of Education, Shenzhen University 

2. The Role of Mindfulness: Insights from fNIRS-Based Preschool Assessments and Maternal 
Interventions in Enhancing Children's Development 
Dr Xinli Chi, Faculty of Psychology, Shenzhen University  

3. Why Neuroimaging Studies? Evidence from A Behavioral and fNIRS Comparative Study of 
Gender and Task Differences in Mental Rotation 
Prof. Philip Hui Li, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong 
Kong 
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3. Training Executive Functions for School Readiness in Preschoolers 
Dr Eva Yi-Hung Lau, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong 
Kong 

 

Plenary 3 

Theme: Early Childhood Educators’ Well-Being: Personal and Work Correlates 

Chair: Dr Jianbin Li 

Lead Presenters: 
1. A Multilevel Latent Profile Analysis of Job Demands, Job Resources, and Personal Resources in 
Early Childhood Educators: Implications for Multidimensional Well-Being 
Dr Jianbin Li, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong Kong 

2. The Association Between Early Childhood Educators’ Social-Emotional Competence and a Wide 
Range of Outcomes: A Three-Level Meta-Analysis 
Ms Xu Yu, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong Kong 

3. Happy Preschool, Happy Teachers: Examining Early Childhood Educators' Well-Being 
Dr Sha Xie, Faculty of Education, Shenzhen University 

 

Plenary 4 

Theme: Promoting Educational Equity in the Digital Era  

Chair: Dr Dandan Wu and Dr Sisi Tao 

Discussant: Dr. Millonado Jana Patricia Valdez 

Lead Presenters: 
1. Digital Citizenship Education in ECE: Does Digital Divide Matter? 
Dr Millonado Jana Patricia Valdez, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education 
University of Hong Kong 

2. Unboxing the Digital Divide of Young Children and Their Parents: Comparison Between Hong 
Kong and Southwest China 
Dr Dandan Wu, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong Kong 

3. Family Digital Resources: Definitions and Relations to Children’s Digital Literacy and Well-
Being 
Dr Sisi Tao, Department of Early Childhood Education, The Education University of Hong Kong 

 

Plenary 5 

Theme: Exploring Mindfulness, Executive Functions, and Gender Differences through fNIRS 

Chair: Professor Philip Hui Li 
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Restaurant Recommendations 

Nearby Dining Options 

Starting from the InnoCentre, you can easily walk to Festival Walk Mall, located at 80 Tat Chee Avenue 
(Exit C2 of Kowloon Tong Station). Festival Walk houses numerous restaurants, offering a wide variety of 
dining options to suit different tastes. 

 

Restaurant Recommendations 

 Western Wonders: 

   

 Asian/Fusion Cuisine: 

     

   

   

 

35 
 

Transportation and Map 

Get to InnoCentre:  

Address: 72 Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon Tong, Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Driving  

From Central, take the West Kowloon Highway to get across the harbour. Continue onto Mei Ching Road, 
Container Port Road S, Ching Cheung Road and Cornwall St to arrive at InnoCentre. Parking facilities are 
available on-site for you to use. 

By Train  

InnoCentre sits adjacent to the Kowloon Tong MTR station, which you can access via the East Rail Line or 
the Kwun Tong Line. 

1. Kowloon Tong station C1 Exit. Turn right, go straight ahead.  

2. Arrive at Tat Chee Avenue, turn left & go straight ahead. 

3. InnoCentre will be on your left-hand side (4 mins walking distance). 

 

  






