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the University of Portsmouth, where she led the MRes Humanities and Social Sciences
program. She has also worked at the University of Sussex. Francesca holds a PhD in
International Education from the University of Sussex and an MPhil in Development
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Francesca is an interdisciplinary social scientist specializing in the transitions between
childhood and adulthood in sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia. In sub-Saharan
Africa, her research focuses on how global discourses on teenage pregnancy and
parenthood intersect with education and employment priorities. Additionally, she
collaborates with Indonesian colleagues to explore place-based and child-led
approaches to Environmental Education in diverse geo-cultural settings. Her work
alms to promote quality education that fosters sustainable lifestyles and addresses
both mitigation and adaptation to environmental challenges.

Francesca is currently involved in the following projects:

2023-2025: British Academy/Leverhulme Small Research Grants Scheme
[SRG2223\230010] - A £10,000 study investigating how young men in South Africa
embrace fatherhood with the support of their own mothers (Principal Investigator).

2023-2024: British Council Going Global Partnership - 'Environmental Capacity
Building for ECEC Preservice Teachers in Indonesia and the UK' - A £30,000
intervention aimed at enhancing pre-service teachers' skills in sustainability
pedagogies in the UK and Indonesia (Principal Investigator).



