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REIMAGINING GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN GLOBAL SOUTH
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
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8:30AM-4:30PM
The Southern Sun Elangeni & Maharant Hotel

Suite 4-5, Elangeni Tower

Early Childhood Education (ECE) has long grappled with the complexities of
understanding and addressing gender and sexuality. Given the dominance of
childhood sexual innocence, research and debate around these issues are often
subdued and avoided. Grounded in colonial and postcolonial discourses, this
conference aims to challenge the prevailing silence and confront the systemic
reproduction of heteronormative and gendered ideologies within ECE settings.

We seek to address several questions: What underlying assumptions continue to
hinder the recognition and integration of gender and sexuality as vital components in
ECE? How can we move beyond developmental models that perpetuate gender
binaries and reinforce normative notions of sexuality, towards more inclusive and
transformative approaches? In what ways do dominant discourses on childhood
perpetuate notions of innocence and passivity erasing children's capacity and lived
experiences? How can we understand the intersection of race, space, class within the
postcolony in shaping understandings of gender and sexuality in Global South ECE
contexts? And finally, we ask, what are the transformative potentials of centering
gender and sexuality in ECE research, policy, and practice for promoting social justice
and gender equality.

This one-day conference engages in critical reflections, dialogue and action-oriented
discussions aimed at reimagining Global South ECE as a site of resistance and
transformation. By addressing postcolonial perspectives and amplifying marginalised
voices, we alm to challenge the status quo, disrupt oppressive power dynamics and
envision alternative futures for children and teachers alike. Taking inspiration from the
recently published book Gendered and Sexual Norms in Global South: Early Childhood
Education (2024, Routledge), the conference aims to work towards creating more
inclusive, equitable and affirming ECE environments that unsettle colonial constructs
of gender and sexuality, challenge hegemonic norms and honour gender justice and
foster positive change.




CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

08:30-09:00 Arrival and Registration

09:00-09:10 Introduction to the Conference
Deevia Bhana (UKZN)

09:10-09:20 Welcome Remarks
Vusi Jan Msiza (UKZN)

09:20-09:50 Keynote Address
Yuwei Xu (Nottingham University)

09:50-10:10 Introducing Gendered and Sexual Norms in Global South Early
Childhood Education
Deevia Bhana

10:10-10:25 Mid-Morning Break
Session One: Teachers Negotiating Gender and Sexuality at School
(Chair: Patsy Jewnarain)

10:25-11:45 “No! We definitely don't teach that sort of thing” Teachers and the
childhood sexuality assemblage in South Africa
Raksha Janak

11:45-12:05 “Macho males and puppy crushes” Teachers and the interplay of
masculinity in early years of primary schooling
Diloshini Govender

12:05-12:25 When nature calls: How male teachers negotiate gender and care work

in early childhood education

Vusi Jan Msiza

Session Two: Children Negotiating Gender and Sexuality at School

(Chair: Duloshini Govender)




12:35-12:55 Children’s perspectives on male and female teachers in South Africa:
Resisting and reinforcing gendered ideologies
Shaaista Moosa

12:55-13:15 Young boys and girls construction of gender, sexuality and
heterosexuality
Patsy Jewnarain

13:25-14:25 Lunch
Session Three: Queer Conversations in Educational Spaces
(Chair: Rabia Rizvi)
Chinese Queer Males’ Memories of Negotiating and Practicing Queer

14:25-14:45 e :
|dentities in Educational Spaces
Hao (Casper) Wu (University College London)

14:45-15:05 Growing up as a non-binary child at school
Muzi Zuma

15:05-15:25 High school learners' perceptions of and attitudes towards same-sex
desiring learners in a co-educational rural school in KwaZulu-Natal
Nondumiso Maphumulo

15:35-15:50 Afternoon Break

15:50-16:25 Panel Discussion on Reimagining Gender and Sexuality in Global
South Early Childhood Education
Yuwei Xu, Vusi Jan Msiza, Hao (Casper) Wu, Raksha Janak, Deevia Bhana
(Moderator: Raksha Janak)

16:25-16:30 Closing remarks

Deevia Bhana




KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr Yuwei Xu

Dr Yuwei Xu is an Associate Professor in Early Childhood Education at the University
of Nottingham, UK. Previously he has held academic positions at University College
London (UCL) and the University of Portsmouth. With a PhD in gender and early
childhood studies gained from the University of Glasgow, Yuwel's research interests
include gender and men'’s participation in early childhood education and care (ECEC),
child agency, 0-3 curriculum, child-centred pedagogy, parenting and family
relationships, play-based pedagogy, and teacher professional development. He is a
co-editor-in-chief for three international journals including the British Educational
Research Journal (BERJ), Children & Society, and Pedagogy, Culture and Society. In
addition to being a BERA council member, Yuwel is also membership lead on the
executive committee of Gender and Education Association.

Disrupting heteronormative discourses in early childhood education contexts
through gender-sensitive and culturally-reflexive approaches

This presentation is based on two ongoing research projects that both relate to gender
issues and EDI (equality, diversity, and inclusion) in early childhood education (ECE).
The first project interviewed LGBT educators from Australia, England, Mainland China
and Hong Kong about their experiences of and perspectives on diversity in ECE; and
the second project is a facilitated action research initiative to work with Chinese,
English, German and Swedish educators on developing a teacher training module
related to gender-sensitive pedagogy and practice in ECE. Both projects take
comparative and cross-cultural approaches to investigate how heteronormative
discourses manifest in ECE, as shaped by shared and distinct social, political and
cultural contexts.




